[Injury patterns in interstitial lung diseases].
Interstitial lung diseases (ILD) consist of a complex group of hundreds of non-neoplastic pulmonary diseases with divergent clinical presentation, morphology and progression tendency. This great number of clinical entities contrasts with a limited number of injury patterns. By definition, an adequate classification requires a synopsis of the clinical, radiological and morphological findings. The ATS/ERS (American Thoracic Society/ European Respiratory Society) guidelines recommend an open lung biopsy if high-resolution computed tomography does not provide conclusive results. Due to the focal nature and overlapping features of injury patterns, microscopic categorization is not always possible. In order to broaden the diagnostic criteria by using molecular patterns the Lung Research Working Group of the Institute of Pathology of Hannover Medical School, Europe's leading transplant center, is working up fresh explanted human lungs in a standardized manner. These fresh specimens are used for translational research by means of functional, morphological and molecular techniques in order to identify disease-specific regulatory processes and to make them usable diagnostically and therapeutically.